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Security Considerations
for Florida's High-Traffic
Destinations

Florida records over 326,000 property crimes every year. With a
population exceeding 23 million and 1,420 offences per 100,000
residents, commmercial corridors, tourist hotspots, entertainment districts,
and major public venues remain key risk areas.
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Florida ranks 35 in the Per 100,00 residents in Estimated incidents that
U.S. for property crime. the state of Florida. occur every year.

Where do many incidents occur?
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Commercial Entertainment Tourist Major Public
Corridors Districts Hotspots Venues
High activity areas Crowded areas with Seasonal influx in Large gatherings create
with valuable assets. increased opportunity. tourism drives higher risk. more opportunities.

The problem is that these locations are not easy to secure because
they're designed for openness, movement, and constant activity.
Conventional perimeter-based security models struggle in environments
that don't have clear boundaries and rarely, if ever, fully close.
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3 Vulnerabilities in
Florida's Busiest Locations

High-traffic areas across Florida share several characteristics that directly
influence how security measures need to be planned and delivered.

1: Crowd Control
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Large Crowds and
Higher Footfall
Large crowds gather in retail

zones, waterfronts, event
venues and seasonal hubs.
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Limited Natural
Surveillance

High pedestrian density
combined with limited
oversight creates blind spots.
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Increases in Theft
and Other Crime

Crimes include: theft,
disorder, harassment, or
crowd escalation.
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Slower Detection
and Response

Crowds make incidents harder
to identify, delayed detection
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Live Monitored
Surveillance

Real-time monitoring shortens
the response window beyond

and poor documentation.

what on-site staff can achieve.
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Proven Impact
and Results

According to reports, live
surveillance results in a 16%

crime reduction in areas.
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3 Vulnerabilities in
Florida's Busiest Locations

2: Extended Operating Hours

Florida's commercial and entertainment sectors never stop. In fact, most
entertainment districts and venues remain active well into the evening
and overnight. This creates windows where staffing is reduced and
visibility is lower.

The Bureau of Justice Statistics' National Crime
Victimization Survey has documented that a significant

proportion of property crime and violent incidents.occur
during these hours, largely due to slower response times.

Security during these hours is essential for public safety and requires
security technology that functions without a continuous human
presence. Live monitoring, in particular, provides 24/7 oversight where
trained operators identify alerts and coordinate responses in real-time.
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Manned Guards Live Surveillance Monitoring

WWW.WCCTV.COM




3 Vulnerabilities in
Florida's Busiest Locations

3: Open-access Design and its Security Implications

Built to
Welcome

High-traffic commercial and
entertainment destinations
are designed to be inviting
and open. This includes:
welcoming environments,
high visitor volumes, and
entertainment destinations.
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The Security
Implication
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Evidence
Approach

Open-access environments
lack checkpoints, controlled
entry points, registration, and
natural bottlenecks. No
perimeter checkpoints, no
controlled entry points and no
registration requirements.
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A 2024 RAND Corporation
assessment of soft targets and
crowded places highlights that

open-access environments

require a security approach
built on: deterrence, detection,
and rapid response.

The Risk
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6 What Doesn’t Work

Perimeter Checkpoints and

— !
\\ Controlled Entry Points
»

Don't work in open-access
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Security (ST environments.
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— ‘ Can disrupt the initial
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visitor experience.
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0 What Works Better

Visible Security Equipment
Acts as a strong deterrent
whilst keeping an open space.

Real-time Monitoring

Live operators detect
incidents early.

The problem is that these locations are not easy to secure because
they're designed for openness, movement, and constant activity.
Conventional perimeter-based security models struggle in environments
that don't have clear boundaries and rarely, if ever, fully close.
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Security Risks in Florida's
High-Traffic Destinations

The Sunshine State's most popular destinations come with their own set
of security risks. These are the most significant and most recorded risks in
high-traffic areas:

Organized Retail Crime: A Major and Growing Concern

Organized retail crime costs Total retail

U.S. retailers an average of

$700,000

per $1 billion in sales

®

$112.1

shrinkage reached

billion in 2022

These crimes are largely
carried out by organized
theft rings, making thm
harder to address with
traditional security measures.
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Florida FBI Crime Data:
Larceny-Theft Drives Property Crime

Larceny-theft
accounts for the
largest share of
property crime across
Florida's commercial counties.

Metropolitan Areas with
Highest Volumes of Offences

Miami: ]
Orlando: ]
Tampa: I

Fort Lauderdale:
Jacksonville:

Source: FBI Uniform Crime
Reporting (2022)

Al-video analytics, LPR cameras, live monitoring services, and smart
detection systems give operators the ability to identify suspicious
behavioral patterns and flag known vehicles before incidents escalate.
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Security Risks in Florida's
High-Traffic Destinations

Quality of Life Incidents: The Most Frequently Reported Incidents

Quality-of-life crimes, including vandalism, public disorder, loitering, and
harassment, are among the most frequently reported issues in Florida's
high-traffic public spaces.

£ | B BT | @

Vandalism Loitering Disorder Harassment
Damage to property Unwanted gatherings Disruptive behavior that Unwanted or threatening

that impacts that can make visitors affects the experience of behavior that reduces

appearance, safety, and feel uncomfortable or visitors, residents, and comfort and prevents
community perception. unsafe in the area. local businesses. enjoyment of public space.

The Florida Department of Law Enforcement data, reported through the
FBI's Crime Data Explorer, shows that these offense categories represent
a major share of all reported incidents in the state's highest-footfall
counties. Incidents tend to increase during seasonal peaks.

3 Higher Risk
of Incidents

If left unaddressed, quality-of-life incidents can quickly erode customers'
and visitors' confidence in businesses and entertainment locations.

Peak Tourism
and Events
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Security Risks in Florida's
High-Traffic Destinations

Unauthorized Access and lllegal Dumping

The areas around high-traffic destinations tend to get overlooked in
security planning. These areas are usually away from the natural foot
traffic of main public areas, making them ideal hotspots for unauthorized
access and illegal dumping.

The consequences of unauthorized access and illegal dumping include:

=+ Threats to public health - Illegal dumping can create
environmental and health hazards.

3

Financial Liability - Under the federal Superfund law, CERCLA,
current owners and operators of a contaminated site can be held
liable for full cleanup costs.
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@‘ Impact on Property Values - lllegal dumping reduces property
values and may degrade the quality of life in communities.

. Increased Security Risk - Unsecured boundaries create
opportunities for trespassing, theft, and vandalism.

In Florida, where active construction activity runs
alongside busy commercial corridors, the boundary
between jobsites and public space is a vulnerability.
Monitoring those edges required dedicated coverage that
conventional perimeter security doesn't reliably deliver. C
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Security Risks in Florida's
High-Traffic Destinations

Severe Weather and Continuity of Coverage

Florida's weather introduces a lot of operational difficulty for security
teams that most other states don't face.

Florida: A Leading Hurricane Season
Lightning Risk Brings Real Impact
According to the Hurricane season runs
National Lightning from June through
Safety Council, Florida Novemeber, and the
is the leading U.S. state National Hurricane
for lightning facilities Center has identified
and has historically Florida as the most
recorded the second- frequently affectedstate
highest flash density in in the continental U.S.
P the country. P for landfalling storms.

For security operators, that means fixed surveillance
infrastructure can go down when coverage matters
most. Natural disaster response surveillance
systems that run on solar power and operate
independently of the grid maintain coverage when
traditional setups fail. This is a practical requirement
in a state where weather disruption is seasonal.
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Security Strategies for
Florida's High-Traffic
Destinations

Florida's busiest destinations face security challenges that
can't be solved with one approach. The scale, constant
movement, and open layouts of these environments
required thoughtful planning and the right technology.
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The most effective strategies layer multiple elements together. They
combine visible deterrents, smart detection, and reliable monitoring.
Rather than managing a single measure, it's this coordinated approach
that gives security teams the awareness and response capability they
need in places that never stop moving.

Element 1: Visible Surveillance as Active Deterrence

Element 2: Al-Video Analytics and Smart Detection

Element 4: Unified Oversight Across Multiple Sites

3 Element 3: Environmental Monitoring and Compliance
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Contact Us

Wireless CCTV LLC

851 International Pkwy
Suite 140

Richardson, Texas
75081

T: 877 805 9475
E: sales@wcctv.com
E: service@wcctv.com
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https://twitter.com/wirelesscctv
https://vimeo.com/wirelesscctv
https://vimeo.com/wirelesscctv
https://www.facebook.com/WirelessCCTV1/
https://www.facebook.com/WirelessCCTV1/
https://www.instagram.com/wirelesscctvltd/
https://www.instagram.com/wirelesscctvltd/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/wcctv
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